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Andris Nelsons and the Boston Symphony Orchestra were joined by pianist Nikolai Lugansky last night for a program
of Kancheli, Rachmaninoff and Shostakovich. Courtesy Photo/Michael Blachard, BSO
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Andris Nelsons and the Boston Symphony Orchestra were joined by pianist Nikolai Lugansky last night for a program
of Kancheli, Rachmaninoff and Shostakovich. Courtesy Photo/Michael Blachard, BSO
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BOSTON - The presence of the past weighed
mightily on the Boston Symphony Orchestra
program Thursday evening at Symphony Hall. But
the music was full of life, thanks to the
increasingly transparent methods of music
director Andris Nelsons, vibrant solo involvement,
and an orchestra showing its full commitment
and technical command.

Nelsons has returned for a spring session with
the BSO, and his first program had broad
ambitions: The American premiere of Giya
Kancheli’s "Dixi,” for chorus and orchestra;
Rachmaninov’s lush and popular "Rhapsody on a
Theme of Paganini,” with piano soloist Nikolai
Lugansky; and Shostakovich’s Eighth Symphony,
furthering the BSO’s ongoing recording project of
that composer’s works.

“Dixi” was commissioned in 2009 as part of a set
of works responding in some way to the
Beethoven symphonies. Kancheli, working with
the Ninth, made his response symbolic, with the
inclusion of chorus truly the only thing that
resembles Beethoven’s work.

Kancheli intersperses aphoristic Latin phrases - in
no way meant to be a narrative - with brash
orchestral moments. The orchestra begins playing
short phrases at its loudest, followed by the
chorus singing short phrases at its softest.

The effect ironically spotlights the text - the
Tanglewood Festival Chorus sang beautifully
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under the direction of Betsy Burleigh. The Latin
mixes sacred snippets with vernacular, often
contrasting images of light and dark.

Unusual vocal staccatos and rhythms, and quite
unusual instrumentation (including accordion,
played with shocking tenderness by Katherine
Matasy), created a sound-world that made “Dixi”
an easy place to be, even on first hearing.

Rachmaninov’s “Rhapsody” contains some of the
most memorable music of the 20th century. A

theme-and-variations based on Paganini’s famous

24th Caprice, the work is as much a variation on
the idea of Paganini as it is on his music.

The Caprice is there, for sure, but Rachmaninov,
himself a virtuoso of great renown, reaches out
for the spirit of his virtuoso predecessor,
incorporating not only demanding piano
technique, but the Dies Irae theme, invoking
Paganini’s mythological pact with the devil.

Lugansky eased into the keyboard challenges,
and the orchestra swept along behind him.
Although there are many fancy solo passages,
the “"Rhapsody” is a true partnership between
ensemble and soloist. Nelsons kept the focus on
balance, and Lugansky played with confident
command.

A forest of microphones proclaimed (visually, at least) the presence of Shostakovich on the
program. Working his way through the Deutsche Grammophon recording project of the Stalin-era
compositions, Nelsons programmed the Eighth for these concerts.

Composed and premiered in 1943, this symphony shows Shostakovich variously acknowledging,
side-stepping and confounding the expectations of his Russian audience and the authorities. The
Eighth is bold but not heroic, beautifully optimistic but not delusional.

» Comment or view comments

1 2 Next

Top Video Headlines

of 3

NEWSMINUTE

» SUGGESTED STORIES

See questionnaire answers from Framingham Charter
Commission candidates

Former Framingham cop charged with open and gross
lewdness at elementary school

Marlborough: Stroke survivor encourages other to not

» PROMOTED STORIES

Can You Pass an 8th Grade Test from 19127 offbeat
Can You Pass A 1912 8th Grade Test? offbeat

Power Companies Are Worried Homeowners Will Do
This Comparisons.org

Friday, March 25, 2016

"Alchemy of the Soul: Maria
Magdalena Campos-Pons"

Peabody Essex Museum

All Day

"Asia in Amsterdam: The Culture Al Day
of Luxury in the Golden Age"

Peabody Essex Museum

I2 AntiGravity AirBarre All Day

SWET STUDIO, Boston's Alternative
Fitness and Dance Studio

aisetl Apolio Men's Club of All Day
H Boston Men's Chorus

First Congregational Church
~ /& Book Donation Driveat Al Day
More Events » Add Events »

X e

Intel loT Solutions for Industrial
automation

&

Friday, March 25, 2016

"Alchemy of the Soul: Maria
Magdalena Campos-Pons"

Peabody Essex Museum

All Day

"Asia in Amsterdam: The Culture Al Day
of Luxury in the Golden Age"

Peabody Essex Museum

I2 AntiGravity AirBarre All Day

SWET STUDIO, Boston's Alternative
Fitness and Dance Studio

Apollo Men's Club of All Day
Boston Men's Chorus
First Congregational Church
W Book Donation Drive at  All Day
More Events » Add Events »


https://twitter.com/WickedLocalArts
https://twitter.com/WickedLocalArts/status/713384798618836992
https://twitter.com/WickedLocalArts/status/713383693289656321
https://twitter.com/intent/like?tweet_id=713384798618836992
https://twitter.com/intent/like?tweet_id=713383693289656321
https://twitter.com/hashtag/GirlsNightOut?src=hash
https://twitter.com/dbarbuto_Ledger
https://twitter.com/CityOfGoldDoc
https://t.co/Dbe7yPigxr
https://twitter.com/hashtag/MyBigFatGreekWedding2?src=hash
https://twitter.com/WickedLocalArts
http://www.metrowestdailynews.com/entertainment/20160325/classical-review-rhapsodizing-about-bsos-first-spring-concert#
https://twitter.com/WickedLocalArts
https://t.co/Dbe7yPigxr
http://www.metrowestdailynews.com/entertainment/20160325/classical-review-rhapsodizing-about-bsos-first-spring-concert#
https://twitter.com/WickedLocalArts
http://www.metrowestdailynews.com/entertainment/20160325/classical-review-rhapsodizing-about-bsos-first-spring-concert#loadComment
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
http://www.metrowestdailynews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?category=NEWS&date=20160324&lopenr=160327764
http://www.metrowestdailynews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=%2F20160318%2FNEWS%2F160315538
http://www.metrowestdailynews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?category=NEWS&date=20160324&lopenr=160327161
http://offbeat.topix.com/quiz/7458?utm_c1=A&utm_c2=238957&utm_c3=A_1941248&utm_c4=104786&utm_source=nativeads&utm_medium=A_1941248&utm_campaign=7458&utm_content=Can_You_Pass_an_8th_Grade_Test_from_1912
http://offbeat.topix.com/quiz/7458?utm_c1=A&utm_c2=238953&utm_c3=A_1941248&utm_c4=104786&utm_source=nativeads&utm_medium=A_1941248&utm_campaign=7458&utm_content=Can_You_Pass_A_1912_8th_Grade_Test
http://comparisons.org/homeowners-wonder-why-no-one-told-them-this-new-policy.php?aff=1233&sub=ob_desk&pub=1941248
http://player.tout.com/metrowestdailynews/pnheow?v=default&e=default&opn=below_article_ticker
http://widget.eviesays.com/widget/render.php?site=wicked-metrowestdailynews&label=default&src=js#day1
http://widget.eviesays.com/widget/render.php?site=wicked-metrowestdailynews&label=default&src=js#day2
http://widget.eviesays.com/widget/render.php?site=wicked-metrowestdailynews&label=default&src=js#day3
http://widget.eviesays.com/widget/render.php?site=wicked-metrowestdailynews&label=default&src=js#day4
http://widget.eviesays.com/widget/render.php?site=wicked-metrowestdailynews&label=default&src=js#day5
http://widget.eviesays.com/widget/render.php?site=wicked-metrowestdailynews&label=default&src=js#day6
http://widget.eviesays.com/widget/render.php?site=wicked-metrowestdailynews&label=default&src=js#day7
http://wicked-metrowestdailynews.eviesays.com/events
http://wicked-metrowestdailynews.eviesays.com/
http://www.eviesays.com/
http://wicked-metrowestdailynews.eviesays.com/event/1825539/alchemy-of-soul-maria-magdalena-campo-pon?tid=8877246
http://wicked-metrowestdailynews.eviesays.com/event/1825534/asia-in-amsterdam-culture-of-luxury-in-golden-age?tid=8877284
http://wicked-metrowestdailynews.eviesays.com/event/1989770/antigravity-airbarre?tid=10791416
http://wicked-metrowestdailynews.eviesays.com/event/1991589/apollo-men-club-of-boston-men-choru?tid=10799805
http://wicked-metrowestdailynews.eviesays.com/event/1964819/book-donation-drive-at-westgate-mall?tid=10758537
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsvgyzG_jL8_7Q2iOoWz3Kiac-J1CgWhBt8Q5fA9Nw_sGMTUzBcptSpanZm-S5bhUkeg6QMl30RK12ei607SnnHbOhs3vL1jgwCZDee5Mv3HTrSe0vk&sig=Cg0ArKJSzFKOA3tRblNa&urlfix=1&adurl=http://us-ads.openx.net/w/1.0/rc%3Fai%3De4a22f3c-24f1-4359-2a02-a3ccfbbb4aca%26ts%%26r%3Dhttps://ad.doubleclick.net/ddm/clk/302385774%253B128155210%253Bz%253Fhttp://public.inpwrd.com/video/player.html%253Fpl%253Dintel%2526aid%253DDBM%2526cid%253Dintel%2526vid%253D2
http://widget.eviesays.com/widget/render.php?site=wicked-metrowestdailynews&label=default&src=js#day1
http://widget.eviesays.com/widget/render.php?site=wicked-metrowestdailynews&label=default&src=js#day2
http://widget.eviesays.com/widget/render.php?site=wicked-metrowestdailynews&label=default&src=js#day3
http://widget.eviesays.com/widget/render.php?site=wicked-metrowestdailynews&label=default&src=js#day4
http://widget.eviesays.com/widget/render.php?site=wicked-metrowestdailynews&label=default&src=js#day5
http://widget.eviesays.com/widget/render.php?site=wicked-metrowestdailynews&label=default&src=js#day6
http://widget.eviesays.com/widget/render.php?site=wicked-metrowestdailynews&label=default&src=js#day7
http://wicked-metrowestdailynews.eviesays.com/events
http://wicked-metrowestdailynews.eviesays.com/
http://www.eviesays.com/
http://wicked-metrowestdailynews.eviesays.com/event/1825539/alchemy-of-soul-maria-magdalena-campo-pon?tid=8877246
http://wicked-metrowestdailynews.eviesays.com/event/1825534/asia-in-amsterdam-culture-of-luxury-in-golden-age?tid=8877284
http://wicked-metrowestdailynews.eviesays.com/event/1989770/antigravity-airbarre?tid=10791416
http://wicked-metrowestdailynews.eviesays.com/event/1991589/apollo-men-club-of-boston-men-choru?tid=10799805
http://wicked-metrowestdailynews.eviesays.com/event/1964819/book-donation-drive-at-westgate-mall?tid=10758537

give up on their dreams A Jaw-Dropping 10% Cash Back Card Has Arrived
NextAdvisor

DA: 'Known' cocaine dealer busted in Framingham
20 Most Expensive NFL Player Mansions oh Fabuloso,

Four accused of kidnapping, sexually assaulting Fabulous, Celebrity Net Worth

woman in Framingham Jim Cramer is Revealing His Stock Portfolio - Here's

Victim: Man broke into Ashland home after helping on How to Access it Topdust - Topdust
town business

>> Popular Articles and Offers

N
7/ .\
— \\ — -_f:// ’!-. 'I
o -t \
Jf..\ ) A )‘f:_,‘f;::,/ {\:\5 -,
~ \L-.\—: -~ _;/ — 1
1 Easy Exercise That Destroys  The secret money source of 15 Famous Celebs Who Have  Shocking and embarrassing
High Blood Sugar Obama, Clinton and Bush Committed Horrible Crimes photos caught on camera. It's

revealed... amazing what alcohol does to
some people.

>> Popular Articles and Offers

N
/:" ¢ ‘)
= F {::’ 4 ."\ ']
/‘\) o ..'5‘_"-}'?::/' Tt’? |
\V \l\\-'_ B S5 ;/ — ‘
—_— —
1 Easy Exercise That Destroys  The secret money source of Shocking and embarrassing 15 Famous Celebs Who Have
High Blood Sugar Obama, Clinton and Bush photos caught on camera. It's Committed Horrible Crimes

revealed... amazing what alcohol does to
some people.

TV GUDE.

Get a First Look Late-Night Hosts

at Negan in The Pay Tribute to
Walking Dead Garry Shandling
Finale Trailer

Terms of Service

1o+ ]in ,
0 Comments viafoura

Upload video Upload image Submit

|

Follow °

SEX AFTER menopause

SHOULDN'T have to HURT. If you're experiencing pain, click here

2013 Shanap g Plarhan v, ™Y 0902
Al gt Basarved 300WH 1500000900 00/ 18

Connect with MetroWest Daily News, Framingham, MA Facebook Twitter

Back to top


http://www.metrowestdailynews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?category=NEWS&date=20160324&lopenr=160327161
http://www.metrowestdailynews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?category=NEWS&date=20160324&lopenr=160327168
http://www.metrowestdailynews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?category=NEWS&date=20160314&lopenr=160317526
http://www.metrowestdailynews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?category=NEWS&date=20160318&lopenr=160315450
http://www.nextadvisor.com/blog/2015/02/18/blue-cash-preferred-american-express-provides-great-cash-back/?kw=out_dsk2_bcppush-3-2&out_source=1941248
http://www.ohfabuloso.com/20-nfl-player-mansions?utm_source=OutD1
http://www.topdust.com/anybody-can-invest-heres-how-you-can-do-it-better-1577577625.html
http://www.outbrain.com/what-is/default/en
http://ads.primalhealthlp.com/base.php?c=21&key=e2718038ca0f1f1a16afd2a760ec780b&cid=adblade
http://ads.primalhealthlp.com/base.php?c=21&key=e2718038ca0f1f1a16afd2a760ec780b&cid=adblade
http://pro1.oxfordclub.com/332413/
http://pro1.oxfordclub.com/332413/
http://adrzr.com/h96?utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=e42-2_US_desktop_CrimesJeffD6.9_1_h96_10292015_rr&utm_source=e42-2&utm_term=%5BEncodedAdbladeTracker%5D
http://adrzr.com/h96?utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=e42-2_US_desktop_CrimesJeffD6.9_1_h96_10292015_rr&utm_source=e42-2&utm_term=%5BEncodedAdbladeTracker%5D
http://www.yourdailydip.com/blog/embarrassing-moments.htm?utm_source=adblade&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=EmbarrassingPhotos_US_Desktop_Give_It_2
http://www.yourdailydip.com/blog/embarrassing-moments.htm?utm_source=adblade&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=EmbarrassingPhotos_US_Desktop_Give_It_2
http://ads.primalhealthlp.com/base.php?c=21&key=e2718038ca0f1f1a16afd2a760ec780b&cid=adblade
http://ads.primalhealthlp.com/base.php?c=21&key=e2718038ca0f1f1a16afd2a760ec780b&cid=adblade
http://pro1.oxfordclub.com/332413/
http://pro1.oxfordclub.com/332413/
http://www.yourdailydip.com/blog/embarrassing-moments.htm?utm_source=adblade&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=EmbarrassingPhotos_US_Desktop_Give_It_2
http://www.yourdailydip.com/blog/embarrassing-moments.htm?utm_source=adblade&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=EmbarrassingPhotos_US_Desktop_Give_It_2
http://adrzr.com/h96?utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=e42-2_US_desktop_CrimesJeffD6.9_1_h96_10292015_rr&utm_source=e42-2&utm_term=%5BEncodedAdbladeTracker%5D
http://adrzr.com/h96?utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=e42-2_US_desktop_CrimesJeffD6.9_1_h96_10292015_rr&utm_source=e42-2&utm_term=%5BEncodedAdbladeTracker%5D
http://viafoura.com/
http://www.metrowestdailynews.com/entertainment/20160325/classical-review-rhapsodizing-about-bsos-first-spring-concert#
http://www.gatehousemedia.com/section/terms
http://www.facebook.com/MetroWestDailyNews
http://www.twitter.com/metrowestdaily
http://www.metrowestdailynews.com/section/feed
http://www.metrowestdailynews.com/entertainment/20160325/classical-review-rhapsodizing-about-bsos-first-spring-concert#top
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsvUChqI0oqPL2xPtzOdqJpoQEsO8gS_RlOnEQkJWcBDx0EIgeaxonE6N3bdmOE1tDtngzDEbpU&sig=Cg0ArKJSzBaGdGd9blnB&urlfix=1&adurl=http://pixel.mathtag.com/click/img%3Fmt_aid%3D1381367093956991294%26mt_id%3D1682771%26mt_adid%3D142199%26mt_sid%3D744605%26mt_exid%3D9%26mt_inapp%3D0%26mt_uuid%3D584f56f5-943e-48d4-93e7-7fcb69d34963%26mt_3pck%3Dhttp%253A//beacon-us-iad2.rubiconproject.com/beacon/t/79cdbae1-1c98-4332-8b60-f316dcc70b1e/%26redirect%3Dhttps://osphena.com/%253Futm_medium%253DDisplay%2526utm_campaign%253DGeneral_Prospecting%2526utm_source%253DMeMa
http://www.metrowestdailynews.com/entertainment/20160325/get-first-look-at-negan-in-walking-dead-finale-trailer
http://www.metrowestdailynews.com/entertainment/20160325/get-first-look-at-negan-in-walking-dead-finale-trailer/
http://www.metrowestdailynews.com/entertainment/20160325/late-night-hosts-pay-tribute-to-garry-shandling
http://www.metrowestdailynews.com/entertainment/20160325/late-night-hosts-pay-tribute-to-garry-shandling/
http://www.metrowestdailynews.com/entertainment/20160325/classical-review-rhapsodizing-about-bsos-first-spring-concert#
http://www.metrowestdailynews.com/entertainment/20160325/classical-review-rhapsodizing-about-bsos-first-spring-concert#
http://www.metrowestdailynews.com/entertainment/20160325/classical-review-rhapsodizing-about-bsos-first-spring-concert#
http://www.metrowestdailynews.com/entertainment/20160325/classical-review-rhapsodizing-about-bsos-first-spring-concert#

0 A ore 0 O A A A 3 A
O O a D pe a ed
ord Da S O Doroug ditio a ed
Ad O sle]go]8[e D O e C a
d yo ed Loca dp d 0 aceboo Rea a
O ayland Oll0 O s
A and esto Adve e
a gha ed Loca onta
e D ee O agra
O O d 0 D
op O
dso

© Copyright 2006-2016 Gatehouse Media, Inc. Some rights reserved | |

Original content available for non-commercial use under a Creative Commons license, except where noted.
MetroWest Daily News, Framingham, MA | 33 New York Ave., Framingham, MA 01701

Stay Informed

. R'A Email newsletter l
\]

Sign up for our newsletter and have the top
headlines from your community delivered right
to your inbox.

Your privacy is important, read our privacy policy.



http://careers.wickedlocal.com/
http://www.milforddailynews.com/
http://findnsave.wickedlocal.com/
http://wickedlocal.com/section/findyourtown
http://ashland.wickedlocal.com/
http://framingham.wickedlocal.com/
http://www.wickedlocal.com/shrewsbury
http://holliston.wickedlocal.com/
http://hopkinton.wickedlocal.com/
http://hudson.wickedlocal.com/
http://marlborough.wickedlocal.com/
http://www.wickedlocal.com/westborough
http://www.wickedlocal.com/natick
http://www.wickedlocal.com/northborough
http://www.wickedlocal.com/southborough
http://www.wickedlocal.com/sudbury
http://www.wickedlocal.com/wayland
http://www.wickedlocal.com/weston
http://www.wickedlocal.com/
http://buy.mypapertoday.com/page431.html
http://www.mypapertoday.com/epaper/metrowest/
http://www.metrowestdailynews.com/submit
https://www.facebook.com/MetroWestDailyNews
https://twitter.com/metrowestdaily
http://www.wickedlocalmediasolutions.com/
http://www.metrowestdailynews.com/contact
http://instagram.com/metrowestdailynews#
http://metrowestdailynews.tumblr.com/
http://www.wickedlocalsearch.com/?keywords=&p=sb_merch_search&search=classifieds
http://www.wickedlocalsearch.com/?keywords=&p=sb_merch_search&search=classifieds
http://www.wickedlocalsearch.com/?keywords=&p=sb_merch_search&search=classifieds
http://wickedlocalhomes.com/
http://www.wickedlocalmediasolutions.com/
http://propelmarketing.com/
http://morecontentnow.com/
http://www.findnsave.com/
http://www.metrowestdailynews.com/section/?template=privacy
http://www.gatehousemedia.com/privacy
http://www.gatehousemedia.com/terms_of_use
http://www.metrowestdailynews.com/section/publications

