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Two guest pianists, Jean-Efflam and
Andrea Bavouzet, to grace stage with
New Bedford Symphony April 9
Jean-Efflam and Andrea Bavouzet join NBSO to offer unusual works Saturday
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A young French pianist took the stage with the
New Bedford Symphony Orchestra in 2004,
performing the third Prokofiev concerto. At first
everyone wondered who he was, but the
flamboyant pianist won over the audience with
terrific playing and an easy manner.

More than a decade has passed, and since his
NBSO debut Jean-Efflam Bavouzet has performed
with many of the major orchestras in the world.
His 2011 performance of the same concerto with
the Boston Symphony Orchestra received an
equally warm response, and now he returns to
New Bedford for an even more ambitious
program.

Bavouzet plays two concertos this Saturday
evening — but he has some help with one of
them. Bavouzet’s wife Andrea Nemecz Bavouzet
will join him onstage for Poulenc’s Concerto for
Two Pianos — an action-packed amalgam of jazz
inspirations, gamelan percussion sounds and just
plain fun. Jean-Efflam also tackles Ravel’s
Concerto for the Left-Hand — a work that,
despite its unusual limitations for the soloist,
ranks among the most virtuosic and complete
concertos of the 20th century.
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Jean-Efflam Bavouzet will play Ravel's Concerto for
the Left Hand Saturday evening with the NBSO, and
will be joined by his wife Andrea for Poulenc's
Concerto for Two Pianos in D Minor. COURTESY
PHOTOS
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One-handed works are rare — more on that later
— but the two-piano and four-hand for one piano
literature has a long history. In the days before
recorded music, many of the great symphonies
and even whole operas were rewritten as
reductions, so that families could enjoy them at
the piano. As a result, virtuosic works in
keyboard arrangements were much more
common.

Poulenc’s work doesn’t exactly fit into that category. Written in 1932, the French composer was out
to explore percussive possibilities, and employing two pianos in front of an orchestra enabled that
perfectly.

Jean-Efflam sees the work as a discourse. “With two of the same instrument, it’s a dialogue folding
in, one on another. It’s like a split personality — sort of Florestan and Eusebius in conversation,” he
says, referring to Schumann’s fictional characters representing the active and passive, or
introverted and extroverted, aspects of personality.

The Poulenc concerto also incorporates the flavors of gamelan, the Balinese percussive tradition
that had swept through Europe in the early 20th century. Ravel and Debussy had loved the style
before Poulenc, who uses its layers of rhythm to create a jazzy and sometimes humorous effect.

“Poulenc succeeded in a kaleidoscopic kind of writing,” Jean-Efflam says. “It’s a very personal
language, recognizable in a few seconds.”

The Bavouzets do not perform together that often — “we last played the Poulenc in Dublin, in
2012,” Jean-Efflam says. “But at our home in Normandy we do like to read through a large
repertoire — Schubert, Brahms, Weber, even the four-hand versions of Beethoven, Schumann and
Liszt symphonies.”

Ravel’s Left-Hand Concerto has a different origin. The great piano virtuoso Paul Wittgenstein lost
his right arm in combat during World War I, but was determined to continue his career. He
commissioned a number of works, not just from Ravel but from Britten, Hindemith, Strauss,
Prokofiev and Korngold — to explore the one-hand possibilities.

Not all were successes, but the Ravel concerto is a marvel.

“There are many aspects to admire in this concerto,” says Jean-Efflam, who counts the work
“among the most important piano concertos of the past century.

“Clearly his ambition was to give the illusion that five fingers can be as powerful as an orchestra.
Apart from its highly dramatic rhetoric, this concerto is a masterpiece of musical architecture.

“Although Ravel was rather a poor pianist himself,” Jean-Efflam says, “he wrote so well for the left
hand alone that if you close your eyes you hear not two but three hands.”

The concert also includes Tchaikovsky’s Fifth Symphony. Music director David MacKenzie gives a
pre-concert lecture about the program at 6:30 p.m. in the Penler Space at the Zeiterion.
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Jean-Efflam Bavouzet will play Ravel's Concerto for the Left Hand Saturday evening with the NBSO, and will be joined
by his wife Andrea for Poulenc's Concerto for Two Pianos in D Minor. COURTESY PHOTOS

More videos:

Glencore Sells
Agriculture Unit Stake for $2.5 Billion

Bloomberg

WhatsApp
encryption... in 60 seconds

Press
Association

Little known
deductions, and 3 extra days to file with the IRS

NewsFix
Agriculture Unit Stake for $2.5 Billion

WhatsApp Little known Glencore Sells WhatsApp Little known Glencore Sells WhatsApp

http://www.southcoasttoday.com/article/20160407/ENTERTAINMENTLIFE/160409691/101104#ReaderReaction
http://engine.newsmaxfeednetwork.com/r?e=&s=7Pj24tLxczphKpOsHFl_C48ILEA&Dkt_nbr=jxppz2ls&nmx_source=Gate_House_Local_Sites_Finance&nmx_medium=widget&nmx_content=436&nmx_campaign=widgetphase2
http://engine.newsmaxfeednetwork.com/r?e=eyJhdiI6ODgxMzMsImF0IjoxMywiYnQiOjAsImNtIjozNzE0ODIsImNoIjoxNzg0MSwiY2siOnt9LCJjciI6MTMyNDEzMiwiZGkiOiIwODcxNWIyYjE0YWI0MGI5ODJmZDMzNWJkNWQyMTNkNiIsImRtIjoxLCJmYyI6MTUxODc5NywiZmwiOjExMjMzNjksImlwIjoiNzMuNjkuMjUyLjExMyIsImt3IjoidGJkLHRiZCxjb25zZXJ2YXRpdmUsZ29wLHJlcHVibGljYW4scmVhZ2FuLHRlYSBwYXJ0eSxyaWdodCB3aW5nIiwibnciOjk2NTAsInBjIjowLjI1LCJlYyI6MC4wMzk5LCJwciI6NjEyNzUsInJ0IjozLCJyZiI6Imh0dHA6Ly93d3cuc291dGhjb2FzdHRvZGF5LmNvbS9lbnRlcnRhaW5tZW50L0NvYXN0aW4_U3RhcnQ9MiIsInN0Ijo2NjkzOCwidWsiOiJ1ZTEtMDEzZjI2MmQ0MjE5NDM3NGFhYmQ5NmI4MmNkYWVhYWYiLCJ6biI6MTE4Njk5LCJ0cyI6MTQ2MDAzMzA1NDM3MSwiYmYiOnRydWUsInBuIjoiYXprNDM2MiIsInVyIjoiaHR0cDovL3d3dy5uZXh0YWR2aXNvci5jb20vY3JlZGl0X2NhcmRzL2JhbGFuY2VfdHJhbnNmZXIucGhwP2t3PW5tYXhfZHNrXzEwYmVzdGJ0Y2MtMSJ9&s=Rct9JBW2ENm1TKjnT1j_O9cYVNI&Dkt_nbr=jxppz2ls&nmx_source=Gate_House_Local_Sites_Finance&nmx_medium=widget&nmx_content=436&nmx_campaign=widgetphase2
http://www.southcoasttoday.com/?template=userreglogin&newsletter=true
http://www.southcoasttoday.com/?template=userreglogin&newsletter=true
http://sctoday.careers.adicio.com/careers/jobsearch/detail/jobId/85566727/viewType/featured
http://sctoday.careers.adicio.com/careers/jobsearch/detail/jobId/85460964/viewType/featured
http://sctoday.careers.adicio.com/careers/jobsearch/detail/jobId/85391227/viewType/featured
http://sctoday.careers.adicio.com/careers/jobsearch/detail/jobId/85531134/viewType/featured
http://sctoday.careers.adicio.com/careers/jobsearch/results?searchType=featured&clientid=sctoday&featured=Y
http://sctoday.re.adicio.com/homes/for-sale-994-turnpike-rd-ashby-massachusetts-01431-sctoday-mlspin-719300970000001064617416-d?widget=1&type=home&widgetref=
http://sctoday.re.adicio.com/homes/for-sale-5-arthur-st-lowell-massachusetts-01851-sctoday-mlspin-719553570000001064617416-d?widget=1&type=home&widgetref=
http://sctoday.re.adicio.com/properties/search/results.php?qTerms=&qAction=search&qIsFeatured=1
http://launch.newsinc.com/?type=VideoPlayer/16x9&videoId=30588193&trackingGroup=92007&widgetId=994&playlistId=504&siteSection=southcoasttoday&embedOriginUrl=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.southcoasttoday.com%252Farticle%252F20160407%252FENTERTAINMENTLIFE%252F160409691%252F101104
http://launch.newsinc.com/?type=VideoPlayer/16x9&videoId=30584873&trackingGroup=92007&widgetId=994&playlistId=504&siteSection=southcoasttoday&embedOriginUrl=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.southcoasttoday.com%252Farticle%252F20160407%252FENTERTAINMENTLIFE%252F160409691%252F101104
http://launch.newsinc.com/?type=VideoPlayer/16x9&videoId=30587466&trackingGroup=92007&widgetId=994&playlistId=504&siteSection=southcoasttoday&embedOriginUrl=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.southcoasttoday.com%252Farticle%252F20160407%252FENTERTAINMENTLIFE%252F160409691%252F101104
http://launch.newsinc.com/?type=VideoPlayer/16x9&videoId=30588193&trackingGroup=92007&widgetId=994&playlistId=504&siteSection=southcoasttoday&embedOriginUrl=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.southcoasttoday.com%252Farticle%252F20160407%252FENTERTAINMENTLIFE%252F160409691%252F101104
http://launch.newsinc.com/?type=VideoPlayer/16x9&videoId=30584873&trackingGroup=92007&widgetId=994&playlistId=504&siteSection=southcoasttoday&embedOriginUrl=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.southcoasttoday.com%252Farticle%252F20160407%252FENTERTAINMENTLIFE%252F160409691%252F101104
http://launch.newsinc.com/?type=VideoPlayer/16x9&videoId=30587466&trackingGroup=92007&widgetId=994&playlistId=504&siteSection=southcoasttoday&embedOriginUrl=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.southcoasttoday.com%252Farticle%252F20160407%252FENTERTAINMENTLIFE%252F160409691%252F101104
http://launch.newsinc.com/?type=VideoPlayer/16x9&videoId=30588193&trackingGroup=92007&widgetId=994&playlistId=504&siteSection=southcoasttoday&embedOriginUrl=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.southcoasttoday.com%252Farticle%252F20160407%252FENTERTAINMENTLIFE%252F160409691%252F101104
http://launch.newsinc.com/?type=VideoPlayer/16x9&videoId=30584873&trackingGroup=92007&widgetId=994&playlistId=504&siteSection=southcoasttoday&embedOriginUrl=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.southcoasttoday.com%252Farticle%252F20160407%252FENTERTAINMENTLIFE%252F160409691%252F101104
http://launch.newsinc.com/?type=VideoPlayer/16x9&videoId=30587466&trackingGroup=92007&widgetId=994&playlistId=504&siteSection=southcoasttoday&embedOriginUrl=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.southcoasttoday.com%252Farticle%252F20160407%252FENTERTAINMENTLIFE%252F160409691%252F101104
http://launch.newsinc.com/?type=VideoPlayer/16x9&videoId=30588193&trackingGroup=92007&widgetId=994&playlistId=504&siteSection=southcoasttoday&embedOriginUrl=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.southcoasttoday.com%252Farticle%252F20160407%252FENTERTAINMENTLIFE%252F160409691%252F101104


READER REACTION

Top Video Headlines

of 3

Credit Cards for 2016

Hawking Says Smart Pill is Proven
to Double IQ

Dr. Oz Shocked After Barb Walters
Reveals Her Anti-Wrinkle Secret

2016's Hottest Diet Trend - Lose
18 lbs in One Month

How Melissa McCarthy Dropped 50
Pounds - It Wasn't Exercise

How Large Cruise Ships Fill Their
Unsold Cabins

The #1 Survival Tool Every
American Should Own

100lbs/45 Days John Goodman is
Unrecognizable

Kirstie Alley Loses 47lbs - Her 5
Week Diet Shocks Fans

Search business by keyword

Add your business here +

POPULAR EMAILED

TOP CLICKS

Two Carver men killed in crashes 48
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UMass MFA 2016
Exhibition
University Art Gallery

Where the Land Meets
the Sea, 2016 :Working to
Restore & Maintain the Health of
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