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A close look at Thomas Hart
Benton
The muscular narratives of American muralist Thomas Hart Benton (1889-1975) fill
many public spaces across the country, bridging the gap between public art and folk
storytelling. Unknown to many, Benton also crossed the line between art and film,
profoundly influenced by the cinema, and serving in various capacities to the movie
industry around the time of World War II.
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&#x2018;Bootleggers' by Thomas Hart Benton, 1927.
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If you go...

WHAT: American Epics: Thomas Hart Benton and
Hollywood

WHERE: Peabody Essex Museum, East India
Square, Salem

WHEN: Through Sept. 7

TICKETS: Free with museum admission. Visit
www.pem.org or call 978-745-9500.

The muscular narratives of American muralist Thomas Hart Benton (1889-1975) fill many public
spaces across the country, bridging the gap between public art and folk storytelling.

Unknown to many, Benton also crossed the line between art and film, profoundly influenced by the
cinema, and serving in various capacities to the movie industry around the time of World War II.

A new retrospective at the Peabody Essex Museum, “American Epics: Thomas Hart Benton and
Hollywood,” explores this connection with a thoughtful and populist exhibition that includes the
artist’s murals, his drawings, and a selection from various films that employed his talents.

Curated in a way that brings viewers not only close to Benton’s work but also evokes the time
period he worked in, “American Epics” appropriately treats Benton’s work not as high art, but as
part of an America that tended to be fervently nationalistic, and enjoyed its own myth-making.

Benton’s work borders on caricature. That means no criticism: his broad outlines, heavy shadows
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and direct portraits perfectly suited his artistic ambitions. Telling stories through art has a particular
genius, and Benton’s vision of America’s heroes, hucksters, musicians and bootleggers — both
urban and rural — gets boldly presented with great clarity through his work.

It was also profoundly cinematic — intentionally or not. While his work in “film” — really limited to
set paintings and promotional activities, as well as some propaganda work for the government —
hardly defines his artistic output, curator Austen Barron Bailly has done an outstanding job linking
Benton to the popular artistic attitudes of the period.

Benton was no flak, simply working for the dollar and doing what he was told. His commissioned
murals, often incorporating controversial subject matter that embarrassed his sponsors, are proof
enough of that.

His style, with sculptural figures in quasi-classic poses, always robust depictions but often lacking
subtlety, suited his goals perfectly. Benton worked hard, tirelessly moving from one outsized
commission to another, and the sheer breadth of his output deserves attention.

This exhibition features selections (and some reproductions) from his mural series “American
Historical Epic,” as well as numerous individual works either inspired by the film industry or actually
painted in Hollywood during one amazingly productive month — which produced more than 400
graphite sketches, three dozen ink drawings, on one enormous oil on canvas, “Hollywood” — that
Benton spent in Tinseltown.

The setting of the exhibition deserves particular attention, and adds greatly to the fun. Film clips
are scattered throughout. A replica of Benton’s worktable with paints and materials fills one corner.
A 1950s era living room, complete with black-and-white TV console, offers a place for nostalgic
relaxation.

The whole feel of the exhibition — letting the viewer live in Benton’s artistic climate, and not
peppering visitors with exhortative explanations — provides a complement to Benton’s stature.
Benton dreamed large. His biography and genealogy alone — two ancestors were U.S. senators —
make him an interesting study. And his artistic training was as sophisticated and intense as any
American painter of the period.

“American Epics,” on view through Sept. 7 before it travels to the Nelson-Atkins Museum of Art in
Kansas City, balances a reverential look at the ambitious muralist with a sensible view of the times
he worked in.

For more information about museum hours and special events, visit www.pem.org or call 978-745-
9500.

 

» Comment or view comments  

Salem Willows concerts start Tuesday

How to get the best herb harvest from your garden

Salem Summer Meals Program begins July 6

Behold: Rihanna's Amazing, Delightfully Insane,
Totally NSFW New Video

REVIEW: Hilarity rules a Gloucester Stage with 'Out of
Sterno'

Flyover and fireworks mark Fourth

» SUGGESTED STORIES
25 Athletes With Seriously Smokin' Wives Your Daily
Dish

These 19 MLB Players Are The Most Hated In The
League. Find Out Why! ViralMozo

8 Great Actors Who Are Actually Awful People Fame
Focus

You'll Never Guess Why These 19 Wrestlers Quit
WWE Wizzed

They May Never Play Again After What Happened
AllRookie

5 Teams that Blew the 2015 NBA Draft The Cheat Sheet

» PROMOTED STORIES

Recommended by

Massachusetts Drivers Can't
Believe They Did Not Know
This New Rule...

Massachusetts Drivers Feel
Stupid For Not Knowing This
New Rule

Ever Looked Yourself Up?
New Site Reveals More Than
You'll Believe!

61 Times Ridiculous People
Got Caught By Walmart Cams

>> Popular Articles and Offers ADVERTISEMENT

Blake Shelton Finally Confesses How He
Dropped All of the Weight
Barbara Walters Refuses to Return to the
View, Due to This Secret
Research Reveals the Four Stages Before a
Heart Attack
Demi Gets Makeover Revenge on Ashton -
See It Here
68 Year Old Looks 31: You Will Not Believe
Her Simple Trick

Search business by keyword

Add your business here +

POPULAR EMAILED COMMENTED

TOP CLICKS

Movie review: Jennifer Lawrence can't save
'Joy' Dec. 25, 2015

Movie review: 'The Big Short' cashes in;
Steve Carell gives Oscar-worthy
performance Dec. 23, 2015

Home help: Renovating to age in place?
Focus on bathrooms, kitchen Dec. 28, 2015

7 ingenious uses for roofing shingles
Dec. 23, 2015

ASK DOG LADY: Party pooper offended by
pup's behavior Dec. 24, 2015

THE BEER NUT: New beers from Rogue,
Ommegang and Spencer Dec. 23, 2015

»  EVENTS CALENDAR

What's This?

NORTH BOSTON DIRECTORY
Featured Businesses

Search

Paul J Murphy Insurance
Murphy Funeral Home
Pediatrics West
Flower House
Eric Z Disposal

Find North Boston Attractions ▼

http://salem.wickedlocal.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=%2F20150629%2FNEWS%2F150626561%2F11669%2FNEWS
http://salem.wickedlocal.com/article/20150701/NEWS/150709473/1516/FRONTPAGE
http://salem.wickedlocal.com/article/20150703/NEWS/150708559/12438/ENTERTAINMENT
http://salem.wickedlocal.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=%2FZZ%2F20150702%2FENTERTAINMENT%2F307029989%2F2058%2FENTERTAINMENT
http://salem.wickedlocal.com/article/20150630/NEWS/150639846/2000
http://salem.wickedlocal.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=%2F20150703%2FNEWS%2F150708562
http://www.yourdailydish.com/hottest-wives-girlfriends-in-sports/?utm_source=Outbrain&utm_medium=cpc&utm_term=5303120&utm_content=40210064&utm_campaign=Outbrain_HWGS
http://viralmozo.com/2015/06/03/19-most-hated-mlb-athletes-you-wish-would-retire/?tm_medium=Discovery&utm_source=Outbrain&utm_campaign=outbrain_1
http://www.famefocus.com/8-times-talented-actors-were-awful-people/?utm_source=outbrain&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=8-Times-Talented-Actors-Were-Awful-Peopl+-+36277952&utm_campaign=OUT+FME+26&utm_term=5303120
http://www.wizzed.com/19-wwe-wrestlers-where-are-they-now-15-will-shock-you/?utm_source=outbrain&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=new_2
http://allrookie.com/12-insane-mlb-brawls-when-players-traded-fists-for-mits/?utm_source=Outbrain&utm_medium=CPC&utm_campaign=Desktop+US&utm_content=40855368
http://www.cheatsheet.com/sports/5-teams-that-blew-the-2015-nba-draft.html/?utm_source=outbrain&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=feed_desktop&ref=OB
http://salem.wickedlocal.com/article/20150704/NEWS/150708561/0/SEARCH#
http://web.adblade.com/clicks.php?appId=13452&zid=5575ce8a3700b&adId=211857&pos=1&impt=1436220717&zoneId=791&algid=2&reqid=53995b3ec6d7004c&ord=1436220717&url=http%3A%2F%2Fsalem.wickedlocal.com%2Farticle%2F20150704%2FNEWS%2F150708561%2F0%2FSEARCH
http://web.adblade.com/clicks.php?appId=13452&zid=5575ce8a3700b&adId=211857&pos=1&impt=1436220717&zoneId=791&algid=2&reqid=53995b3ec6d7004c&ord=1436220717&url=http%3A%2F%2Fsalem.wickedlocal.com%2Farticle%2F20150704%2FNEWS%2F150708561%2F0%2FSEARCH
http://web.adblade.com/clicks.php?appId=13452&zid=552d15a75050c&adId=195876&pos=2&impt=1436220717&zoneId=791&algid=2&reqid=53995b3ec6d7004c&ord=1436220717&url=http%3A%2F%2Fsalem.wickedlocal.com%2Farticle%2F20150704%2FNEWS%2F150708561%2F0%2FSEARCH
http://web.adblade.com/clicks.php?appId=13452&zid=552d15a75050c&adId=195876&pos=2&impt=1436220717&zoneId=791&algid=2&reqid=53995b3ec6d7004c&ord=1436220717&url=http%3A%2F%2Fsalem.wickedlocal.com%2Farticle%2F20150704%2FNEWS%2F150708561%2F0%2FSEARCH
http://web.adblade.com/clicks.php?appId=13452&zid=55662cc32fc77&adId=208360&pos=3&impt=1436220717&zoneId=791&algid=2&reqid=53995b3ec6d7004c&ord=1436220717&url=http%3A%2F%2Fsalem.wickedlocal.com%2Farticle%2F20150704%2FNEWS%2F150708561%2F0%2FSEARCH
http://web.adblade.com/clicks.php?appId=13452&zid=55662cc32fc77&adId=208360&pos=3&impt=1436220717&zoneId=791&algid=2&reqid=53995b3ec6d7004c&ord=1436220717&url=http%3A%2F%2Fsalem.wickedlocal.com%2Farticle%2F20150704%2FNEWS%2F150708561%2F0%2FSEARCH
http://web.adblade.com/clicks.php?appId=13452&zid=5582bbe632961&adId=214877&pos=4&impt=1436220717&zoneId=791&algid=2&reqid=53995b3ec6d7004c&ord=1436220717&url=http%3A%2F%2Fsalem.wickedlocal.com%2Farticle%2F20150704%2FNEWS%2F150708561%2F0%2FSEARCH
http://web.adblade.com/clicks.php?appId=13452&zid=5582bbe632961&adId=214877&pos=4&impt=1436220717&zoneId=791&algid=2&reqid=53995b3ec6d7004c&ord=1436220717&url=http%3A%2F%2Fsalem.wickedlocal.com%2Farticle%2F20150704%2FNEWS%2F150708561%2F0%2FSEARCH
http://engine.newsmaxfeednetwork.com/r?e=&s=JO3G5EMBQDn-VEeHjadRScpf8gI
http://engine.newsmaxfeednetwork.com/r?e=&s=Ab8Jiz8el42KhDbTR1zFY0a8rAk
http://engine.newsmaxfeednetwork.com/r?e=&s=NobSKvqD7PnvFtiHwUkIu1KDQp8
http://engine.newsmaxfeednetwork.com/r?e=&s=OV4fuDb5Devs1dvY6XS0kngZ6h8
http://engine.newsmaxfeednetwork.com/r?e=_dHJ2aWQ9MTAwMDMmdHJ2eD1iNWJiMzVkZCZzaWQ9MTQyJmFkPTY4eXItY29ucyJ9&s=GC4nJPZjJQtYg9FTcv1sRC8YYgY
http://northbostondirectory.wickedlocal.com/#add_business
http://salem.wickedlocal.com/article/20151225/ENTERTAINMENT/151228031
http://salem.wickedlocal.com/article/20151223/ENTERTAINMENT/151229206
http://salem.wickedlocal.com/article/20151228/NEWS/151228409
http://salem.wickedlocal.com/article/20151223/NEWS/151228160
http://salem.wickedlocal.com/article/20151224/ENTERTAINMENTLIFE/151227693
http://salem.wickedlocal.com/article/20151223/LIFESTYLE/151228660
http://www.newsmaxfeednetwork.com/
http://northbostondirectory.wickedlocal.com/
http://northbostondirectory.wickedlocal.com/malden-MA/insurance/insurance-brokers/Paul-J-Murphy-Insurance-781-321-9700
http://northbostondirectory.wickedlocal.com/salem-MA/services/funeral-services/Murphy-Funeral-Home-781-631-8885
http://northbostondirectory.wickedlocal.com/westford-MA/medical/medical-specialists/Pediatrics-West-978-577-0437
http://northbostondirectory.wickedlocal.com/marblehead-MA/shopping/florist/Flower-House-781-631-2467
http://northbostondirectory.wickedlocal.com/lynn-MA/services/recycling/Eric-Z-Disposal-781-593-5308


Connect with Salem Gazette Facebook RSS Back to top

Work for Us
Marblehead Reporter
newspaper
Swampscott Reporter
newspaper
Ads
Beverly Citizen
Danvers Herald
newspaper
Submit your news

Communities
Homes
Bestride.com
Classifieds

Market Place

City of Salem web site
Salem Public Schools
Salem State College
Historic Salem Inc.
Salem Maps & GIS
Salem Access
Television
Salem Police
Department
Salem Ferry
Salem Fire
Department
Salem Council on
Aging

Salem community
Info Submit Your News

News Archives
Photo Reprints
Terms of Use
Subscribe

Site Services

Wicked Local Media Solutions Propel Marketing More Content Now BestRide Find&Save

 Email newsletter  Sign Up Today 

Sign up for our newsletter and have the top
headlines from your community delivered right
to your inbox.

Stay Informed

Your privacy is important, read our privacy policy.

15 Famous Celebs Who Have
Committed Horrible Crimes

If You Have Gas, Bloating,
Constipation or an Upset
Stomach Please Watch This

The Most Embarrassing Photos
On The Web

Shocking Photos Of
Hollywood's Sexiest Stars That
Have Gained Some Weight

>> Popular Articles and Offers ADVERTISEMENT

NewestREALTIME

Login with:
   0 Comments

Follow

TUE WED THU FRI SAT SUN MON

11:30 am

11:30 am

12:15 pm

More Events » Add Events »
EVENTS VENUES DINING

Tuesday, December 29, 2015

Heritage Films Theater
screenings
Hollywood Hits Theater

Heritage Independent
Films
Hollywood Hits Theater

Manchester Council on Aging —
Chinese Luncheon Buffet
First Parish Church Congregational Chapel

Events by eviesays.com

MotÃ¶rhead
Frontman Lemmy
Dead at 70

Check Out the
Explosive New
Trailer for DC's
Legends of
Tomorrow

powered by:

Write your comment here

Upload videoUpload video Upload imageUpload image SubmitSubmit

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Salem-Gazette/133428393387090
http://salem.wickedlocal.com/section/feed
http://salem.wickedlocal.com/article/20150704/NEWS/150708561/0/SEARCH#top
http://careers.wickedlocal.com/
http://www.wickedlocal.com/marblehead
http://www.wickedlocal.com/Swampscott
http://findnsave.wickedlocal.com/
http://www.wickedlocal.com/beverly
http://www.wickedlocal.com/danvers
http://share.wickedlocal.com/salem
http://wickedlocalhomes.com/
http://www.wickedlocal.com/section/cars
http://www.wickedlocalsearch.com/?keywords=&p=sb_merch_search&search=classifieds
http://www.salem.com/
http://salem.k12.ma.us/
http://salemstate.edu/
http://www.historicsalem.org/
http://salem.com/Pages/SalemMA_WebDocs/maps
http://www.satvonline.org/home/index.html
http://www.salempd.org/
http://www.salemferry.com/
http://salem.com/Pages/SalemMA_Fire/index
http://salem.com/Pages/SalemMA_COA/index
http://www.wickedlocal.com/salem
http://www.wickedlocal.com/salem/search?keywords=&searchOptions=news&q=&qKeywords=&qCity=&se.category.kq=&keywords_all=&kw=&p=sb_news_search&domains=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.wickedlocal.com%2Fsalem&client=pub-3269881829519502&forid=1&ie=ISO-8859-1&oe=ISO-8859-1&cof=GALT%3A%23008000%3BGL%3A1%3BDIV%3A%23336699%3BVLC%3A663399%3BAH%3Acenter%3BBGC%3AFFFFFF%3BLBGC%3A336699%3BALC%3A0000FF%3BLC%3A0000FF%3BT%3A000000%3BGFNT%3A0000FF%3BGIMP%3A0000FF%3BFORID%3A11&hl=en&ulm_input1=Boston%2C+MA&sitesearch=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.wickedlocal.com%2Fsalem
http://www.wickedlocal.com/salem/reprints
http://www.gatehousemedia.com/terms_of_use
http://media.wickedlocal.com/interactive/circ/
http://www.wickedlocalmediasolutions.com/
http://propelmarketing.com/
http://morecontentnow.com/
http://www.bestride.com/
http://www.findnsave.com/
http://salem.wickedlocal.com/section/?template=privacy
http://adrzr.com/h96?utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=e42-2_US_desktop_CrimesJeffD6.9_1_h96_10292015_rr&utm_source=e42-2&utm_term=%5BEncodedAdbladeTracker%5D
http://adrzr.com/h96?utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=e42-2_US_desktop_CrimesJeffD6.9_1_h96_10292015_rr&utm_source=e42-2&utm_term=%5BEncodedAdbladeTracker%5D
http://probioticamerica.com/cmd.php?ad=727072
http://probioticamerica.com/cmd.php?ad=727072
http://www.dunzo.net/1_d_Emarrassing_OMG_Photos__US_DU_1/?utm_source=1_d_Emarrassing_OMG_Photos__US_DU_1&utm_medium=347&utm_campaign=Emarrassing_OMG_Photos_&utm_term=1&utm_content=%5BEncodedAdbladeTracker%5D
http://www.dunzo.net/1_d_Emarrassing_OMG_Photos__US_DU_1/?utm_source=1_d_Emarrassing_OMG_Photos__US_DU_1&utm_medium=347&utm_campaign=Emarrassing_OMG_Photos_&utm_term=1&utm_content=%5BEncodedAdbladeTracker%5D
http://omghype.com/30-celebrities-whove-gained-weight/?utm_medium=content&utm_source=adblade&utm_campaign=Fat1117a
http://omghype.com/30-celebrities-whove-gained-weight/?utm_medium=content&utm_source=adblade&utm_campaign=Fat1117a
http://viafoura.com/
http://salem.wickedlocal.com/article/20150704/NEWS/150708561/0/SEARCH#
http://widget.eviesays.com/widget/render.php?site=wicked-salem#day1
http://widget.eviesays.com/widget/render.php?site=wicked-salem#day2
http://widget.eviesays.com/widget/render.php?site=wicked-salem#day3
http://widget.eviesays.com/widget/render.php?site=wicked-salem#day4
http://widget.eviesays.com/widget/render.php?site=wicked-salem#day5
http://widget.eviesays.com/widget/render.php?site=wicked-salem#day6
http://widget.eviesays.com/widget/render.php?site=wicked-salem#day7
http://wicked-salem.eviesays.com/events
http://wicked-salem.eviesays.com/
http://wicked-salem.eviesays.com/
http://wicked-salem.eviesays.com/venues
http://wicked-salem.eviesays.com/restaurants
http://wicked-salem.eviesays.com/event/1805064/heritage-film-theater-inside-hollywood-hit-theater?tid=8870043
http://wicked-salem.eviesays.com/event/1804257/heritage-independent-film?tid=8831277
http://wicked-salem.eviesays.com/event/1825558/manchester-council-on-aging-chinese-luncheon-buffet?tid=8877376
http://www.eviesays.com/
http://salem.wickedlocal.com/article/ZZ/20151229/ENTERTAINMENT/312299992
http://salem.wickedlocal.com/article/ZZ/20151229/ENTERTAINMENT/312299992/
http://salem.wickedlocal.com/article/ZZ/20151228/ENTERTAINMENT/312289929
http://salem.wickedlocal.com/article/ZZ/20151228/ENTERTAINMENT/312289929/
http://salem.wickedlocal.com/article/20150704/NEWS/150708561/0/SEARCH#
http://salem.wickedlocal.com/article/20150704/NEWS/150708561/0/SEARCH#
http://salem.wickedlocal.com/article/20150704/NEWS/150708561/0/SEARCH#
http://salem.wickedlocal.com/article/20150704/NEWS/150708561/0/SEARCH#


© Copyright 2006-2015 Gatehouse Media, Inc. Some rights reserved   Privacy Policy | Terms of Service | Gatehouse Media Publications 
Original content available for non-commercial use under a Creative Commons license, except where noted.
Salem Gazette | 75 Sylvan Street, C 105, Danvers, MA 01923

http://www.gatehousemedia.com/privacy
http://www.gatehousemedia.com/terms_of_use
http://salem.wickedlocal.com/section/publications

