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THEATER REVIEW: The
challenges of 'King Lear’

“King Lear” demands much, even from the most ardent Shakespearean. For
audiences, the dire condition of Lear’s mind, the unrelenting descent of the plot, and
the bitter conclusion, leave little room for comfort. For players, the strangeness of the
action, the abrupt transformations of the characters ...
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If you go...

WHAT: Cape Ann Shakespeare Troupe’s “King
Lear”

WHERE: Gorton Theatre, 267 East Main St.,
Gloucester
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Joseph Stiliano as King Lear,
Ariel Sargent as Cordelia, and
Beth Bevins as Messenger
Attendant, center, in a scene
from Cape Ann Shakespeare
Troupe's 'King Lear.' Wicked Local
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as brought its first "King Lear” to the Gorton
Theatre stage now through May 8, and many of
the challenges of this noble and intriguing drama

were evident in the ensemble’s production.

Artist director Joseph Stiliano took the title role,
with Ray Jenness as his doomed confident
Gloucester. The set seemed promising: a wide
open stage, with a single riser along the back,
some ramps and platforms. It proved
unobtrusive, and versatile enough to encompass
action that moves from royal chambers to
battlefield to storm-lashed forests.

Simple costuming also worked. White tunics
easily identified all the characters as being from a
different era (different even in Shakespeare’s
time), with insignias marking the hierarchies of
nobility.

The density of the text, and basic problems of

volume, overwhelmed the performance. The deep

stage, with occasional sound effects (like the
famous storm scene) layered over the speaking parts, required full-voice actors projecting at their
loudest volume. That did not happen, and much of the dialogue was inaudible.

It was not the strongest night for many of the players. Far too many lines were dropped or clipped,
leaving some stage-mates stuck trying to improvise their way uncomfortably out of incomplete
exchanges.

Unfortunately Luke Miller, cast in the seminal (to the play’s complex subplot, at least) role of
Edmund, was ill, and assistant director Nick Neyeloff was forced to step in and read the role. He
gave it his determined best, but holding a script and acting out fight scenes and other physical
interactions just does not work.

Several characters stood out with vigorous interpretations of their roles. Stephen Turner’s Kent was
confidently played. Each of Lear’s trio of daughters — Katharine Jordan (Regan), Hannah Pentico
(Goneril) and Ariel Sargent (Cordelia) — wrapped themselves thoroughly in their parts. Matthew
Recine’s Fool, a prominent role, was well-conceived and acted, although casual blocking sometimes
moved his vocal projection out of the audience’s range.

Annegret Reimer directed the production. The demands on the players are unforgiving in many
ways, with changing settings, multiple physical confrontations, and characters assuming hidden
identities. Much of that was worked out suitably, and much was not. Minor mishaps with dropped
properties distracted from the forward momentum as well.

“King Lear” is a great work that has kept the stage (in many versions) over the centuries, and been
read and interpreted by the incisive thinkers as diverse as Freud and Adler, critics from Johnson to
Hazlitt to Bloom to Vendler, and actors of the highest caliber.

Its themes remain lively, some surprisingly so: gender politics, loyalty and its demands, the nature
of human relationships, jealousy and the risks in requiring proof of affection. Although this is an
unhelpful anachronism, in many ways “King Lear” is the first Alzheimer’s play — a sophisticated
look at the bewildering decay of human reason.

Subsequent nights during CAST's run of “King Lear” should prove more crisp, and more satisfactory
engagement for both audiences and players.

Cape Ann Shakespeare Troupe’s “King Lear” runs through May 8 at the Gorton Theatre (home of
the Gloucester Stage Company). Shows are May 5, 6, and 7 at 7:30 p.m. and May 8 at 3 p.m. For
tickets and information visit www.capeannshakespearetroupe.blogspot.com.

Keith Powers covers music and the arts for GateHouse Media and WBUR’s ARTery. Follow
@PowersKeith; email to keithmichaelpowers@gmail.com

» Comment or view comments

» SUGGESTED STORIES

The Open Door in Gloucester to host annual Empty
Bowl Dinner

» PROMOTED STORIES
Thinking About Going Solar? Read This First Home

Solar Programs

Double IQ and Increase Memory

» How Melissa McCarthy Dropped 50
Pounds - It Wasn't Exercise

» Grandmother Loses 243 Pounds
Without Dieting - How Did She Do It?

» Dr. Oz Shocked After Barb Walters
Reveals Her Anti-Wrinkle Secret

» Blake Shelton Finally Confesses How
He Dropped All of the Weight

» How To Remove Eye Bags and Wrinkles
In An Instant

» 2016's Hottest Diet Trend - Lose 18
Ibs in One Month

» Grandmother's Shocking 243 Lb Weight
Loss - No Diet Necessary

» 51 Year Old Grandmother Amazes
World With 234 Lb Weight Loss

Powered by Newsmax.

» TOP CLICKS

oL V|Bie EMAILED COMMENTED

SUMMER FILM PREVIEW: Superheroes, spies

and sequels dominate summer movie fare
Apr. 30, 2016

Weekly Astrology for May 2, 2016 by Chris
Flisher for all signs Apr. 29, 2016

Matthew T. Mangino: President Obama takes
on criminal justice reform Apr. 29, 2016

MUSIC SCENE: Peter Wolf live show a

delectable feast of roots rock and R&B
May 1, 2016

MOVIE REVIEW: 'Keanu' is not really the cat's
MEOW Apr. 29, 2016

MUSIC SCENE: Wild Feathers rock Boston
Apr. 30, 2016

NORTH BOSTON DIRECTORY

Featured Businesses
The Higgins Group Realtors
Paul Nowell Masonry

Royal Window Cleaning
Thairapy Hair Salon
Cardsmart

Find North Boston Attractions n

Search business by keyword

Add your business here +

» EVENTS CALENDAR


http://www.capeannshakespearetroupe.blogspot.com/
http://gloucester.wickedlocal.com/news/20160504/theater-review-challenges-of-king-lear#loadComment
http://gloucester.wickedlocal.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?category=NEWS&date=20160502&lopenr=160509957
http://www.homesolarprograms.com/out021/homeowners-are-furious-with-their-power-company/?campid=C9BB7BFFF2FACE80&utm_source=Outbrain
http://engine.newsmaxfeednetwork.com/r?e=&s=KlOl2FvcUqBZGvb15UY5aBvYV9I
http://engine.newsmaxfeednetwork.com/r?e=&s=Kx-PzEvrvuViCoU5dyEM8rHvnUk
http://engine.newsmaxfeednetwork.com/r?e=&s=7FqtBSOtR33fzvGg1cmHvDgQ0oU
http://engine.newsmaxfeednetwork.com/r?e=_dDIwMmlkPTYyMjcmdDIwMmt3PWJhcmJfNCJ9&s=L11lmfE20yIeeqzDB3kay9ga8qc
http://engine.newsmaxfeednetwork.com/r?e=&s=yhPrv-r8uGVJu73h9xBAK_2s_wQ
http://engine.newsmaxfeednetwork.com/r?e=&s=wyzvY0T2NBEGuSolt7ue0rCzzqk
http://engine.newsmaxfeednetwork.com/r?e=&s=HIQiOxQYHkba9bH-sWfjfWyEQhY
http://engine.newsmaxfeednetwork.com/r?e=&s=4NSr9q-69OzyjK2VgkSYeWIH9sk
http://engine.newsmaxfeednetwork.com/r?e=_Q0FUSUQ9VGV4dCZBRElEPUdyYW5kbWEzIn0&s=Im1FwZNGcncKzJM_xjHhcKxR-x8
http://northbostondirectory.wickedlocal.com/#add_business
http://gloucester.wickedlocal.com/article/20160429/ENTERTAINMENT/160425262
http://gloucester.wickedlocal.com/article/20160429/BLOGS/304299979
http://gloucester.wickedlocal.com/article/20160429/NEWS/160425335
http://gloucester.wickedlocal.com/article/20160501/ENTERTAINMENT/305019978
http://gloucester.wickedlocal.com/article/20160428/ENTERTAINMENT/160425548
http://gloucester.wickedlocal.com/article/20160430/ENTERTAINMENT/304309929
https://www.newsmaxfeednetwork.com/
http://northbostondirectory.wickedlocal.com/
http://northbostondirectory.wickedlocal.com/lexington-MA/real-estate/real-estate-brokers/The-Higgins-Group-Realtors-781-862-1700
http://northbostondirectory.wickedlocal.com/boston-MA/services/contractor/Paul-Nowell-Masonry-781-438-5233
http://northbostondirectory.wickedlocal.com/waltham-MA/services/janitorial-services/Royal-Window-Cleaning-781-894-6646
http://northbostondirectory.wickedlocal.com/swampscott-MA/beauty-and-wellness/beauty-shop/Thairapy-Hair-Salon-781-842-3954
http://northbostondirectory.wickedlocal.com/wilmington-MA/shopping/gift-shop/Cardsmart-978-658-3190

Gloucester restaurant to participate in Boston Bakes
for Breast Cancer

7 things that make changing a tire much, much easier
- Wicked Local Gloucester - Gloucester, MA

HOME PROFILE: From livery stable to mini estate in
Beverly

Watch The West Wing's C.J. Cregg Make Her
Triumphant Surprise Return to the White House

20 Horrifying Photos From The Vietnam War Lifepaily

New Massachusetts Solar Laws: What You Need To
Know Home Solar Programs

The Once Mighty Humvee Dethroned as Military Go-
To Vehicle pigital Trends

The Fastest Way To Pay Off $10,000 In Credit Card
Debt LendingTree

How To: Fix Crepey Skin [Watch] Beverly Hills MD

>> Popular Articles and Offers

Walmart Cameras Caught
These Hilarious Photos

Massachusetts Homeowners
Who Have Not Missed A
Payment in 3 Years Are In For
A Big Surprise...

>> Popular Articles and Offers

UNIiA

1_ B _
30 Woodstock Photos That
Will Take You Back to 1969

The Most Random Hilarious
Photos Captured

Rarely Seen Historical Photos
From The Past That Will
Leave You Speechless!

17 Sports Logos That Have
Hidden Images & Meanings

3
my huflmq
I 11 pk . '}
When Jealous Wife Refuses To
Tip, This Server Gives The

Coolest Response Ever

Homeowners Who Have Not
Missed A Payment in 3 Years
Are In For A Big Surprise...

TV GUDE

Legitimate Game
of Thrones
Question: Is

Hodor Actually a
Horse?

S < ]in

]
Upload video Upload image

Follow

The 100
Exclusive: Will
Raven Betray

Clarke's Trust?

Terms of Service

0 Comments viafoura

FRI SAT SUN MON TUE
Wednesday, May 4, 2016

WED | THU

Boston Bakes for Breast
Cancer

Cala's

All Day

Rabies Vaccination Clinic 4:00 pm
Essex Memorial Fire Station

Fitness Class
Rockport Elementary School

6:30 pm

Fitness Class at
Rockport Elementary
School

Rockport Elementary School

6:30 pm

Add Events »
Events by eviesays.com

More Events »

Done

FRI SAT SUN MON TUE
Wednesday, May 4, 2016

WED | THU

Boston Bakes for Breast
Cancer

Cala's

All Day

Rabies Vaccination Clinic 4:00 pm
Essex Memorial Fire Station

Fitness Class
Rockport Elementary School

6:30 pm

Fitness Class at
Rockport Elementary
School

Rockport Elementary School

6:30 pm

Add Events »
Events by eviesays.com

More Events »



http://gloucester.wickedlocal.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=%2F20160425%2FNEWS%2F160429641
http://gloucester.wickedlocal.com/business/20160501/7-things-that-make-changing-tire-much-much-easier
http://gloucester.wickedlocal.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?category=ENTERTAINMENT&date=20160427&lopenr=304279989
http://gloucester.wickedlocal.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?category=NEWS&date=20160429&lopenr=160427303
http://gloucester.wickedlocal.com/entertainment/20160429/watch-west-wings-cj-cregg-make-her-triumphant-surprise-return-to-white-house
http://www.lifedaily.com/20-moving-images-from-the-vietnam-war/#utm_medium=referral&utm_source=outbrain&utm_term=5303137&utm_campaign=OB-VietnamWar
http://www.homesolarprograms.com/out016/massachusetts-homeowners-should-take-advantage-of-new-solar-programs/?campid=6ECBE6442C416582&s1=Massachusetts+Homeowners+Should+Take+Advantage+Of+&utm_source=Outbrain
http://www.digitaltrends.com/photogalleries/oshkosh-6-75b-military-contract-pictures-specs-news/?utm_source=o1&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=highppv&umm_term=5303137
https://www.lendingtree.com/info/powerful-2-step-method-pay-off-credit-cards?esourceid=6180946&cchannel=content&csource=outbrain&ccontent=2StepMethodCampaignDesktop&cname=Review%3A+Ultra-High+Paying+Cash+Rewards+Cards&siteid=5303137
http://beverlyhills-md.com/cmd.php?ad=765085
http://www.outbrain.com/what-is/default/en
http://comparisons.org/the-home-refinancing-plan-banks-don-t-want-you-knowing.php?aff=1443
http://comparisons.org/the-home-refinancing-plan-banks-don-t-want-you-knowing.php?aff=1443
http://thecelebritylane.com/352/people-of-wallmart-2/?utm_source=adblade&utm_medium=adblade352s
http://thecelebritylane.com/352/people-of-wallmart-2/?utm_source=adblade&utm_medium=adblade352s
http://autooverload.com/unexplainable-rare-photos-from-the-past-2/?utm_source=adblade&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=abrare4&utm_content=%5BEncodedAdbladeTracker%5D
http://autooverload.com/unexplainable-rare-photos-from-the-past-2/?utm_source=adblade&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=abrare4&utm_content=%5BEncodedAdbladeTracker%5D
http://www.answers.com/browse/click.php?source=adb&param3=http://www.answers.com/article/30753644/when-jealous-wife-refuses-to-tip-this-server-gives-the-coolest-response-ever&param4=adb-us-de-gut&param1=%5BEncodedAdbladeTracker%5D
http://www.answers.com/browse/click.php?source=adb&param3=http://www.answers.com/article/30753644/when-jealous-wife-refuses-to-tip-this-server-gives-the-coolest-response-ever&param4=adb-us-de-gut&param1=%5BEncodedAdbladeTracker%5D
http://autooverload.com/hilarious-photos-you-need-to-see/?utm_source=adblade&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=abhilarious1&utm_content=%5Bdid%5D
http://autooverload.com/hilarious-photos-you-need-to-see/?utm_source=adblade&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=abhilarious1&utm_content=%5Bdid%5D
http://lifehacklane.com/browse/?id=908&utm_source=adblade&utm_medium=adblade908s
http://lifehacklane.com/browse/?id=908&utm_source=adblade&utm_medium=adblade908s
http://adrzr.com/j64?utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=n629_US_desktop_SportsLogos1_1_j64_02242016_nb&utm_source=n629&utm_term=%5BEncodedAdbladeTracker%5D
http://adrzr.com/j64?utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=n629_US_desktop_SportsLogos1_1_j64_02242016_nb&utm_source=n629&utm_term=%5BEncodedAdbladeTracker%5D
http://comparisons.org/the-home-refinancing-plan-banks-don-t-want-you-knowing.php?aff=1443
http://comparisons.org/the-home-refinancing-plan-banks-don-t-want-you-knowing.php?aff=1443
http://viafoura.com/
http://gloucester.wickedlocal.com/news/20160504/theater-review-challenges-of-king-lear#
http://www.gatehousemedia.com/section/terms
http://widget.eviesays.com/widget/render.php?site=wicked-gloucester&label=default
http://widget.eviesays.com/widget/render.php?site=wicked-gloucester&label=default
http://widget.eviesays.com/widget/render.php?site=wicked-gloucester&label=default
http://widget.eviesays.com/widget/render.php?site=wicked-gloucester&label=default
http://widget.eviesays.com/widget/render.php?site=wicked-gloucester&label=default
http://widget.eviesays.com/widget/render.php?site=wicked-gloucester&label=default
http://widget.eviesays.com/widget/render.php?site=wicked-gloucester&label=default
http://wicked-gloucester.eviesays.com/events
http://wicked-gloucester.eviesays.com/
http://wicked-gloucester.eviesays.com/event/2033531/boston-bake-for-breast-cancer?tid=11081408
http://wicked-gloucester.eviesays.com/event/2026382/rabie-vaccination-clinic?tid=10958113
http://wicked-gloucester.eviesays.com/event/1996767/fitnes-clas?tid=10825006
http://wicked-gloucester.eviesays.com/event/1884068/fitnes-clas-at-rockport-elementary-school?tid=9364666
http://www.eviesays.com/
http://widget.eviesays.com/widget/render.php?site=wicked-gloucester&label=default
http://widget.eviesays.com/widget/render.php?site=wicked-gloucester&label=default
http://widget.eviesays.com/widget/render.php?site=wicked-gloucester&label=default
http://widget.eviesays.com/widget/render.php?site=wicked-gloucester&label=default
http://widget.eviesays.com/widget/render.php?site=wicked-gloucester&label=default
http://widget.eviesays.com/widget/render.php?site=wicked-gloucester&label=default
http://widget.eviesays.com/widget/render.php?site=wicked-gloucester&label=default
http://wicked-gloucester.eviesays.com/events
http://wicked-gloucester.eviesays.com/
http://wicked-gloucester.eviesays.com/event/2033531/boston-bake-for-breast-cancer?tid=11081408
http://wicked-gloucester.eviesays.com/event/2026382/rabie-vaccination-clinic?tid=10958113
http://wicked-gloucester.eviesays.com/event/1996767/fitnes-clas?tid=10825006
http://wicked-gloucester.eviesays.com/event/1884068/fitnes-clas-at-rockport-elementary-school?tid=9364666
http://www.eviesays.com/
http://gloucester.wickedlocal.com/entertainment/20160504/legitimate-game-of-thrones-question-is-hodor-actually-horse
http://gloucester.wickedlocal.com/entertainment/20160504/legitimate-game-of-thrones-question-is-hodor-actually-horse
http://gloucester.wickedlocal.com/entertainment/20160504/100-exclusive-will-raven-betray-clarkes-trust
http://gloucester.wickedlocal.com/entertainment/20160504/100-exclusive-will-raven-betray-clarkes-trust
http://gloucester.wickedlocal.com/news/20160504/theater-review-challenges-of-king-lear#
http://gloucester.wickedlocal.com/news/20160504/theater-review-challenges-of-king-lear#
http://gloucester.wickedlocal.com/news/20160504/theater-review-challenges-of-king-lear#
http://gloucester.wickedlocal.com/news/20160504/theater-review-challenges-of-king-lear#

Connect with Wicked Local Gloucester Facebook Back to top

Site Services Market Place Community Info Communities Stay Informed

Work for Us Homes City of Gloucester Rockport news

Submit your news Classifieds Gloucester Public Essex news R" Email newsletter Sign Up Toda l

Subscribe Coupons Schools Manchester-by-the-

Ads Sawyer Free Library Sea news Sign up for our newsletter and have the top
Archives Cape Ann Chamber of Ipswich news headlines from your community delivered right
Photo reprints Commerce Beverly news to your inbox.

Terms of Use Cape Ann YMCA Salem news

Your privacy is important, read our privacy policy.

© Copyright 2006-2016 Gatehouse Media, Inc. Some rights reserved | |
Original content available for non-commercial use under a Creative Commons license, except where noted.
Wicked Local Gloucester | 75 Sylvan Street, C 105, Danvers, MA 01913



http://www.facebook.com/pages/Cape-Ann-Beacon/112261465453654
http://gloucester.wickedlocal.com/section/feed
http://gloucester.wickedlocal.com/news/20160504/theater-review-challenges-of-king-lear#top
http://careers.wickedlocal.com/
http://www.wickedlocal.com/gloucester/submit
http://media.wickedlocal.com/interactive/circ/
http://findnsave.wickedlocal.com/
http://wickedlocal.com/gloucester/search
http://www.wickedlocal.com/gloucester/reprints
http://www.gatehousemedia.com/terms_of_use
http://wickedlocalhomes.com/
http://www.wickedlocalsearch.com/?keywords=&p=sb_merch_search&search=classifieds
http://www.wickedlocal.com/gloucester/coupons
http://www.ci.gloucester.ma.us/
http://www.gloucesterschools.com/
http://www.sawyerfreelibrary.org/
http://www.capeannchamber.com/
http://www.northshoreymca.org/pages/181_facility_information.cfm
http://www.wickedlocal.com/rockport/homepage
http://www.wickedlocal.com/essex/homepage
http://www.wickedlocal.com/manchester/homepage
http://www.wickedlocal.com/ipswich/homepage
http://www.wickedlocal.com/beverly/homepage
http://www.wickedlocal.com/salem/homepage
http://www.wickedlocalmediasolutions.com/
http://propelmarketing.com/
http://morecontentnow.com/
http://www.findnsave.com/
http://gloucester.wickedlocal.com/section/?template=privacy
http://www.gatehousemedia.com/privacy
http://www.gatehousemedia.com/terms_of_use
http://gloucester.wickedlocal.com/section/publications

