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ART REVIEW: Piepgras presents
provocative show at SSU's
Winfisky Gallery

On many levels, “Kalpa,” a fascinating show of paintings by Leah Piepgras, rewards a
visit to the Winfisky Gallery on the Salem State University campus.
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If you go...
WHAT: Kalpa: Works by Leah Piepgras

WHERE: Winfisky Gallery, Ellison Campus Center,
Salem State University

: WHEN: through April 6
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Lastly, the sense of intellect. The exhibition’s title

"Yellow Kalpa,” by Leah Piepgras (Kalpa is a Sanskrit word translating as
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“timeless”), and, at first glance, the magical
nature of the work, lead viewers to believe that
the subjects are framed in new-age, faux-
spiritual tautologies. Far from it.

Examine these works, and their simple titles:
“"Where I Find the Answers.” “"Grounding.”
“Knowing Oblivion.” “Pieces of My Body from the
Last Time.” All these provocative paintings
stimulate internal conversation.

More videos:
Piepgras posits human subjects in questioning or
awakening poses. Her skin colors are chalky
white — another beautiful aspect of her acrylics.
But the chalky white skin tones, rather than
invoking morbidity, appear to glow with an
evening energy.

'LOOK AT THIS

Take “Where I Find the Answers,” a large work,
its central figure a female nude, seated againsta  * IRS Loophole Allows You To Store Your
Gold IRA at Home

rock. Her gaze is direct, at the VieWern I the e ittt .
background, the bend of a tree (and its color, and ® You Won't Believe What Limbaugh Said

its texture), mimic the sitter’'s drawn-up knees. A large white boulder gives Ner FeSt. e et .

The medltatlve Calm |S eXternaI, and real. BUt the Internal Ilfe SeemS fu” Of pOSS|b|||t|eS. - ................................................ - .................................................................................. -
» Princess Kate Middleton Leaves Royal

Piepgras shows works in multiple sizes and shapes, adding variety to the small gallery. Long Family, Starts Skincare Line

horizontals, squares large and small, and verticals pull the viewer through the exhibition. » Americans Urged to Search Their

: , o Names Before Site Gets Taken Down
The title work, “Kalpa,” features a young, androgynous figure, bathed in bright YEIIOW, POSEA

seated in the woods. Energy fills the square, derived predominantly not from the striking figure, but
from the m|5ty rush Sweeping a path through the fantasized woods behind the ﬁgure. The youth’s ................................................................................ S .
gaze transfixes, hypnotizing the viewer away from the action in the background. » New Fat Burner Storming Shelves at

CVsS
Humans in all the works are idealized, nature is barely realistic and colors are hyperextended intoa NewTestosteroneBoosterStormlng """"""
magical visual palette. The combination proves contagious — none of it seems real, all of it seems Shelves at GNC

possible. » This Card Has No Balance Transfer

“Kalpa: Paintings by Leah Piepgras,” is on view through April 6 at Winfisky Gallery in the Ellison FeesandCanSaveYouThousands ................

Campus Center on the Salem State campus. Admission is free. Visit www.salemstate.edu or call » Credit Cards You Should Not Ignore If
978-978-542-7890., You Have Excellent Credit

Keith Powers covers music and the arts for Gatehouse Media and WBUR’s ARTery. Follow
@PowersKeith; email to keithmichaelpowers@gmail.com
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» Comment or view comments Brussels attack plays into Trump Mar. 22, 2016

STORIFY: Well look at that, it's snow
Mar. 21, 2016

Movies: Ben Affleck proves he's the right
(Bat) man for the role in 'Batman V
Superman' Mar. 20, 2016

THE BEER NUT: The road is less traveled to
these 4 western-Mass. breweries Mar. 23, 2016

Weekly Astrology for March 21, 2016 by
Chris Flisher for all signs Mar. 18, 2016

Concert review: Lucinda Williams drives
Buick 6 in steamy Boston show Mar. 22, 2016
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