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Four conductors will compete for NBSO
baton
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Life goes on — in this case, the musical life of the
New Bedford Symphony Orchestra. Next season,
the NBSO will be guest conducted by the four
candidates to replace outgoing maestro David
MacKenzie.

“We received more than 100 applications from
around the United States and Europe,” says
NBSO CEO David Prentiss. “What impressed us
the most about the finalists was the level of
experience. They have conducted some of the
finest orchestras in the country. They also all
articulated a personal vision about what an
orchestra can mean to a community.”

Coincidentally, each of the finalists has
programmed a well-known piano concerto, a
contemporary work, and a familiar symphonic
work. Here’s a brief look at the candidates, and
the programs they will lead during the 2016-'17
season.

Oct. 15: Guest conductor Christopher James
Lees; guest artist, Alexander Schimpf, piano.

Lees’ program for opening night of the season
includes a work by young American composer
Adam Schoenberg, “Finding Rothko,” Grieg’s
famous piano concerto, and Dvorak’s Symphony
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Born in Washington, D.C., Lees serves as music
director for the University of North Carolina
School of the Arts Symphony Orchestra. He has

previously guest conducted many orchestras, including the Los Angeles Philharmonic, where he was
a Dudamel conducting fellow, and in Milwaukee, Indianapolis, Aspen, Cabrillo and elsewhere.

Lees studied at the University of Michigan, and counts Robert Spano and Larry Rachleff as
conducting mentors. An active pianist, and strong advocate for contemporary music, Lees lives with
his wife, soprano Lindsay Kesselman, and son Rowan, in North Carolina.

Nov. 12: Guest conductor David Amado; guest artist, Diane Walsh, piano

Amado’s program includes Bernard Herrmann’s “Psycho Suite” — from the soundtrack of the
famous “shower scene” film — Mozart’s Piano Concerto No. 20, and Berlioz’ “Symphonie
fantastique.”

Amado has been been music director of the Delaware Symphony since 2003. Trained at Juilliard
and Indiana, where he studied conducting with Otto-Werner Mueller, he has also been associate
conductor of the St. Louis Symphony Orchestra. He was a founder of the contemporary music
ensemble Sequitur. Amado has guest-conducted widely, including engagements with orchestras in
Washington, D.C., Philadelphia, Stockholm, Houston and Toronto. A Philadelphia native, he lives in
Wilmington, Delaware, with his wife, violinist Meredith Amado, and their three children.

Jan. 21, 2017: Guest conductor Yaniv Dinur; guest artist Yakov Kasman, piano

Dinur has chosen a program that includes John Adams’ “Short Ride in a Fast Machine,”
Rachmaninov’s fourth piano concerto, and Tchaikovsky’s fourth symphony.

Israeli-born Dinur serves as the Milwaukee Symphony Orchestra’s associate conductor, named to
that position this year. He also teaches and conducts at the American University in Washington,
D.C. He debuted at age 19, conducting the Israel Camerata, and has led the Israel Philharmonic
and the Jerusalem Symphony. Dinur also lectures regularly about the connections between classical
music and architecture, the visual arts, and pop music. He holds a doctorate in conducting from the
University of Michigan.

Feb. 18, 2017: Guest conductor Dirk Meyer; guest artist Sheng Cai, piano

Miguel del Águila’s “The Giant Guitar” opens Meyer’s program, which also includes Beethoven’s
Third Piano Concerto and Rachmaninov’s Second Symphony.

German-born conductor Meyer is music director of the Duluth Superior Symphony Orchestra, the
Lyric Opera of the North (also in Duluth), and is the principal guest conductor at the Sarasota
Orchestra. This past season he was also one of the finalists for the position of music director at the
Orlando Philharmonic (subsequently awarded to Eric Jacobsen). Meyer studied at Folkwang
Conservatory (music) and the University Duisburg-Essen (philosophy), and holds master’s and
doctoral degrees from Michigan State.

The 2016-17 season will also feature a return visit from the retiring maestro, as well as a
prominent guest conductor — not one of the candidate finalists. MacKenzie conducts two
performances of Family Holiday Pops on Dec. 17. And Ken-David Masur, associate conductor of the
Boston Symphony Orchestra (and son of the late Kurt Masur), leads the music of John Williams
April 29.
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$50 off with any trade in when you
purchase a Handy Andy's Quality Vac.

Vacuum cleaner
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Handy Andy's...
Handy Andy's Quality Vacuum Cleaners

SEE ALL ONLINE TODAY MORE >>

TOP JOBS
Finish Carpenter
Dartmouth, Dartmouth, USA South Coast
Today Classified Ad 

DRYWALL HANGER TOP PAY, year round
New Bedford, MA, USA South Coast Today
Classified Ad 

CDL Class A & B Drivers
New Bedford, New Bedford, USA South
Coast Today Classified Ad 

Repair Oil Change Manager/Asst.
Manager
Fairhaven, Fairhaven, USA South Coast
Today Classified Ad 

More Top Jobs

TOP HOMES

Marion, Massachusetts - $299,000 - Great
Opportunity to own an office condo in the
heart of Marion Village! This recently
renovated office condo with central air is
ideal for your...

Bourne, Massachusetts - $799,000 - huge
reduction. Owner is ready to relocate. Bring
your offers .Spectacular Water Front that is
Not in a Flood Zone. Views from Plymouth to
the...
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Avoid Botox - See How To Remove
Your Lip Lines In 2 Minutes

How To Remove Eye Bags and
Wrinkles In An Instant

New Miracle Breakthrough PROVEN
To Double IQ and Increase Memory

Scientists Are Calling This Smart
Pill "Viagra For The Brain"

How To Remove Your Eye-bags In
Under 2 Minutes.

Dr. Oz Shocked After Barb Walters
Reveals Her Anti-Wrinkle Secret

Save Up to 75% on Name Brand
Watches. Limited Supply.

How to Buy Designer Watches With
75% Off

It's No Longer A Secret. You Can
Buy Jewelry Starting At $1

Diamond Engagement Rings
Starting at $1. Never Pay Retail
Again!
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Ma's Donuts owners retiring, but hope
business still thrives in New Bedford
Apr. 30, 2016

Fairhaven man dies of suspected OD
outside Elm St. garage; New Bedford man
ODs in front of City Hall May 4, 2016

'We can't act like we are ashamed':
SouthCoast mom sees opioid crisis from both
sides May 3, 2016

GNB Voc-Tech principal 'not happy' about
son's racist tweets Apr. 29, 2016

'Here to end this vicious circle':
Protesters rally outside GNB Voc-Tech
Apr. 29, 2016

Jack Spillane: A chance encounter with
the troubled young men of New Bedford
Apr. 30, 2016
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