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ARTS PREVIEW: When the
symphony's away, chamber
music will play
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Posted May. 12, 2016 at 4:00 AM 

Symphony Hall may be quiet over the summer
months, but that doesn’t mean the music has
gone away. Chamber music takes center stage
when the weather gets warm, but there is much
to hear in orchestral performances and in opera
as well.

The glittering Shalin Liu Performance Center, with
its inviting glass windows looking out over the
Atlantic, hosts the 35th Rockport Chamber
Music Festival (www.rockportmusic.org)
beginning June 3. Ageless Menahem Pressler
highlights the opening night performance, which
kicks off six weeks of concerts, featuring the
Jupiter, Parker, Borromeo, Harlem and Calder
quartets, pianists Jeremy Denk, Kirill Gerstein,
Lise de la Salle and George Li, and unusual
presentations including the contemporary/early
music mash-up “Othello in the Seraglio.”

The Tanglewood season begins July 8
(www.bso.org), two months of concerts, picnics
and relaxation. Violinist Joshua Bell, playing the
Saint-Saens concerto, opens the season, and
Christoph von Dohnanyi conducts Beethoven’s
Ninth on Aug. 28 to close it.

In between, highlights are many. Music director
Andris Nelsons conducts a host of programs,
including selected acts from Verdi’s “Aida” with
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his wife, soprano Kristine Opolais, in the title role
(Aug. 20).

Pianists visiting the Shed or Ozawa Hall this
summer include Jonathan Biss (July 29), Daniil
Trifonov (Aug. 6), Emmanuel Ax (Aug. 12),
Garrick Ohlsson (Aug. 23), and Jeremy Denk
(Aug. 24). Yo-Yo Ma performs twice, with the Silk
Road Ensemble on Aug. 7, and with the orchestra
on Aug. 27. Renée Fleming sings Strauss’s “Four
Last Songs” on July 16.

This year’s Festival of Contemporary Music (July
21-25) was curated by composer Steven Stucky,
who sadly passed away in February. His chamber
concerto will be the highlight of the opening
concert. The annual Leonard Bernstein memorial
concert, an all-Brahms program, will be July 31,
and the spectacular Tanglewood on Parade,
featuring the Pops, the BSO and the Tanglewood
Music Center orchestras, will be Aug. 2.

Co-directors Jon Manasse and Jon Nakamatsu
celebrate their tenth anniversary at the Cape
Cod Chamber Music Festival
(www.capecodchambermusic.org), and the duo
has done wonders bringing top-notch artists to
the festival’s six diverse venues. This year’s line-
up begins with an opening night appearance by
the Curtis on Tour musicians (July 29) in
Wellfleet. The Escher quartet takes residency
Aug. 22 through 26, and the Emerson (Aug. 4,
Wellfleet), Harlem (Aug. 6, Cotuit), and Borromeo
(Aug. 19, Wellfleet) quartets also perform.
Former director Brian Zeger appears with Imani
Winds on programs Aug. 1 and 2.

Meeting House Chamber Music
(www.meetinghousemusic.org), now in its 42nd
year, runs June 19 through July 25, mostly on
Mondays, at several Cape Cod locations.
Pianist/founder/director Donald Enos leads the
way; guests this summer include cellist Amit
Peled and violinist Irina Muresanu.
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