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Mass. dancer returns to Boston
stage with Hubbard Street
troupe

Jesse Bechard, a main company dancer, grew up in
Bolton and trained at the Boston Ballet after graduating
from the arts-oriented Walnut Hill School in Natick.
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Hubbard Street dancer Jesse Bechard in "A Picture of You Falling," by Canadian chor...
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By Keith Powers

For The Patriot Ledger
Posted Apr. 9, 2016 @ 8:00 am

N Bl i When the Chicago-based Hubbard Street
He's in the money.
Dance troupe returns to Boston next
weekend, the performances will be a
homecoming for dancer Jesse Bechard,

who grew up in Bolton.

Bechard and the other fabulous dancers

of the modern dance troupe will perform

three shows as part of the Celebrity Series

of Boston at the Citi Shubert Theater from April 15-17.

Hubbard Street Dance has long been a local favorite for its high-energy, jazz-based
works. Next weekend’s performances mark the troupe’s fifth appearance since its
Boston debut in 1985. On tap are performances of works by legendary
choreographers William Forsythe and Crystal Pite and up-and-comer Penny

Saunders.

Bechard, a main company dancer, trained at the Boston Ballet after graduating

from the arts-oriented Walnut Hill School in Natick.

299

“I saw Baryshnikov doing ‘Nutcracker’ and I immediately said, ‘I want to do that,
Bechard said. “I took my first lessons in a strip mall, next to a karate studio, on
and off starting when I was 6 years old. The way I understood ballet and modern

dance at the time, it was either white tutus or bare feet and loin cloths.”

Bechard said magazines such as the trade publication Dance Magazine, was his

Congress Passes Billion Dollar
Consumer Rebate Program

Jennifer Aniston Reveals Closely
Guarded Anti-Aging Beauty Secret

» Barb Walters Looks 35 At Age 85- She
Reveals Her Secret On Dr. Oz

» Hawking Admits to Taking These Brain
Boosting Supplements

» Barb Walters Sits Down With Dr Oz and
Leaves Viewers Speechless

» 2016's Hottest New Diet Trend: No
Exercise, 42lbs Lost in 30 days

» The #1 Survival Tool Every American
Should Own

» Our Highest Rated Cash Back Credit
Cards

Powered by Newsmax.

»» TOP CLICKS

w EMAILED COMMENTED

At Hudson event, parents reveal the human
cost of the opioid crisis Apr. 6, 2016

Pair arrested after Keefe Tech fight in
Framingham Apr. 7, 2016

Framingham: Police find teen with loaded
gun Apr. 6, 2016

Police: Man punched stranger, stole wallet in
Framingham Apr. 6, 2016

Sudbury woman seriously injured in crash
with school bus carrying Algonquin rugby
team Apr. 6, 2016

'Grantchester' comes to Hingham - sort of
Apr. 6, 2016

BOSTON/METROWEST

DIRECTORY

Featured Businesses

Celtic Floorcraft

Tony & Son Tile CO

Whitco Appliance

Hoffman Insurance Services
Berkshire Hathaway Homes Services

Find Boston/MetroWest Attractions n

Search business by keyword

Add your business here +

» EVENTS CALENDAR


https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=BSGvg_AQJV86FA8mLMPPbmPgC29rs6QcAAAAQASCb3eYcOABYq5Wht-oCYMnG8oiEpOwPsgEad3d3Lm1ldHJvd2VzdGRhaWx5bmV3cy5jb226AQlnZnBfaW1hZ2XIAQPaAXdodHRwOi8vd3d3Lm1ldHJvd2VzdGRhaWx5bmV3cy5jb20vZW50ZXJ0YWlubWVudC8yMDE2MDQwOC9tYXNzLWRhbmNlci1yZXR1cm5zLXRvLWJvc3Rvbi1zdGFnZS13aXRoLWh1YmJhcmQtc3RyZWV0LXRyb3VwZZgC2DbAAgLgAgDqAi4vMTE1NjQ4MzUvbWV0cm93ZXN0ZGFpbHluZXdzLmNvbS9lbnRlcnRhaW5tZW50-ALw0R6QA-ADmAPgA6gDAcgDmQTgBAHSBQUQs7j0TJAGAaAGFNgHAeAHCg&num=0&cid=5Gj-ng&sig=AOD64_3KDPr5xPnkvOeWw9qugAbfrIrp6Q&client=ca-pub-1361779848413912&adurl=http://www.findmassmoney.com
http://engine.newsmaxfeednetwork.com/r?e=&s=9bgCduo1hjvYUE6Db1rL__tPCSs
http://engine.newsmaxfeednetwork.com/r?e=&s=MyuWo3sKbjoX7uF-ft48gj45NkQ
http://engine.newsmaxfeednetwork.com/r?e=_dDIwMmlkPTYyMjcmdDIwMmt3PWJhcmJfMyJ9&s=gE_Fsj4tUR71Go8V-YteoPCoMqI
http://engine.newsmaxfeednetwork.com/r?e=_dHJ2aWQ9MTAwMzgmdHJ2eD1mZDg5Mjk4NSZhZD10ZXh0LWhhd2tpbmdhZG1pdHMifQ&s=mpDOOrQz0iI_vkd-5KMKXkKgwN4
http://engine.newsmaxfeednetwork.com/r?e=&s=M5hXBipzwi5y5Y35Th-QeoqZ-qY
http://engine.newsmaxfeednetwork.com/r?e=_Q0FUSUQ9Q29uc2VydmF0aXZlJkFESUQ9R2VuMSJ9&s=Pfzox3a37sJYm7P99oHxrd5503E
http://engine.newsmaxfeednetwork.com/r?e=&s=l-NQ8bCn5_abI498fc3bXkyUdAg
http://engine.newsmaxfeednetwork.com/r?e=&s=_xZQ-oVkloays6nwnRP-63HpCBs
http://metrowestbostondirectory.wickedlocal.com/#add_business
http://www.metrowestdailynews.com/article/20160406/NEWS/160407165
http://www.metrowestdailynews.com/article/20160407/NEWS/160406632
http://www.metrowestdailynews.com/article/20160406/NEWS/160407195
http://www.metrowestdailynews.com/article/20160406/NEWS/160407198
http://www.metrowestdailynews.com/article/20160406/NEWS/160407273
http://www.metrowestdailynews.com/article/20160406/ENTERTAINMENT/160407377
https://www.newsmaxfeednetwork.com/
http://metrowestbostondirectory.wickedlocal.com/
http://metrowestbostondirectory.wickedlocal.com/boston-MA/house-and-home/flooring-stores/Celtic-Floorcraft-617-903-4900
http://metrowestbostondirectory.wickedlocal.com/boston-MA/construction/residential-contractors/Tony-and-Son-Tile-CO-781-397-9850
http://metrowestbostondirectory.wickedlocal.com/spencer-MA/shopping/appliance-stores/Whitco-Appliance-508-885-9343
http://metrowestbostondirectory.wickedlocal.com/wellesley-MA/insurance/insurance/Hoffman-Insurance-Services-781-235-0087
http://metrowestbostondirectory.wickedlocal.com/medway-MA/real-estate/real-estate-agents/Berkshire-Hathaway-Homes-Services-508-533-5122

only exposure to contemporary dance.

“The Internet and YouTube weren’t really prolific then. Eventually, I auditioned
for a bunch of dance schools, and I applied to the University of Chicago. I went

there for a year, and then I really decided to dance.”

A stint in Virginia at the famed Richmond Ballet followed.

“I was really trying to climb the dance ladder,” he said.

However, a chance to see Nederlands Dans Theater 2, one of the premier

contemporary troupes in the world, changed everything.

“I had seen choreographers like Jiri Kylian before, but to see him in person — it
was a new vocabulary. After that point, I didn’t look back,” Bechard said. “And
now, I feel like there’s no limits here. When people ask me what we do, I say
anything from classical ballet to break dance — even though I don’t know a thing

about break dancing. Anything is possible.”

One of the works Bechard will dance in Boston is “A Picture of You Falling,” a

piece that’s extracted from a larger work by Canadian choreographer Crystal Pite.

“It’s about this guy being tossed about by forces he doesn’t understand,” Bechard
said. “Very satisfying, very visceral. It’s enjoyable because you can interpret it
different ways. That’s really what makes a work interesting. If you have a piece you
know, and you treat it like comfortable shoes, the audience can read that. This

piece gives you leeway.”

Cutting-edge choreographer William Forsythe — Hubbard Street will dance his
“N.N.N.N.” — is a known commodity in the modern dance world, as is Pite, whose

own troupe, Kidd Pivot, is a sensation.

“Go anywhere, anytime, for the chance to see them,” Bechard said.

Hubbard Street dancer Penny Saunders also choreographed a piece that the

troupe will perform for Boston audiences.

“Penny has been with the company a long time,” said artistic director Glenn
Edgerton, “and this is her first work for the main company. It really shows off our
troupe. It involves a big cast, and fills the stage beautifully. As always, we promote
emerging choreographers any chance we get. When we find talent in our own

company, that’s even better.
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“This program is a snapshot of where we are at this given moment,” Edgerton said.
“When we come to Boston, we don’t have to dumb anything down. Some of our
favorite choreographers — like Jiri Kylian and Jorma Elo — have work presented in
Boston all the time.”

IFYOUGO....

WHAT: Hubbard Street Dance Chicago

WHEN: April 15-17

WHERE: Shubert Theatre, 265 Tremont St., Boston

TICKETS: $35-$75

INFO: 888-348-9738; celebrity

series.org
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